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x 


; TO ot Dipestor, FBI - a. 2 _; DATE: August. 15, 1944 
» San Francisco | 


QGxu. 

: o ! hi, 
subject: “RUSSIAN ACTIVITIES. « 
' ‘Internal Seourity - R - ' 

For the Bureau's. information, VASIL KUOZNETSOFF, 733 Fillmore Street, 
San Francisco, who is a source of information of this office and by profession . 

an entertainer, has advised that in the past ssveral months he has appeared 

as an entertainer at affairs where sailors of Soviet vessels entering the port 
of San Francisco were presént. He stated that he has engaged in conversations - 
with these sailors inasmuch as he is of Russian birth and that he wag told by 
one of the sailors that Japanese sometimes sink Soviet vessels and subsequently 
allege that they failed to recognize the ship as one owned by the USSR. They 
point out that the ship is usually of American design in construction and 
consequently they make mistakes. <A sailor has also advised the informnt that 
orders have been issued by Moscow that in: the event the vessels are attacked, 
that they are to be beached at all costs: in order to save the OSTEO =: 


i The informant also advised that the Soviet vessels Leaving this port and 
other West Coast ports go to Vladivostok by way of the Alaska and Kamchatka ; 
peninsulas and they are convoyed by Russian patrol planes as soon as they are 
within flying range of Russian bases. Informant related that some Red sailors 
are, in his opinion, not loyal to the present Soviet regima. He believes that 
4h some are planning to overthrow the Red regime and he bases his conolusion on 


. the following. 


' He saieaiesn to one sailor with whom he bragad in. conversation, that 
the sailor remain in the United States. The sailor told him that he must take 
his hardships and ena there were ‘thousands like himself who desired to "make 

a change in Russia". Informant pointed out that the Soviet sailors, while in 
San Francisco, travel in groupa of two'to four and hecbelieves that the reason 
for this is to enable them to spy on one another. He said that they do not 
act like free men and that aboard the vessels the captain is in charge while on 
the bridge and is responsible for navigation and interests of the ship but that 
. the ship.is really run by'a committee which consists of various orew memberse 


-~ Informant related. that Soviet sailors are “opened-mouthed with astonish- 
ment" at the sights of San Francisco and are especially impressed by the goods 
displayed in the various shop windows.. They say that in America they find 
everything that they want and they are consequently envious: and qrount out that 
- they have HOUERY. the war for a long while and now have "nothing". 


The above mantacnea source also advised that Soviet sailors had told 


friends of his that the USSR has four million soldiers on the Manchurian border 
as a counter to any possible agressive moves by the: Japaneses - . fete 
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Data: 
fo3 Flonorable Adolf A. Berle, Jr. 
Assistant Sscretary of Ste.te 
Department of 3tate 
Yashineton, 3. S, 
Fromt John Edger Zoover - Director, Federal Buresu of Investigetion 


Subject: SOYIRRAJAPARESE RRLAPIONS 


Intgene tion wee) Tarenety obtained through en jnforment who 


allegedly hss frequently engesed in conversation with Soviet sailors on the 
Yest Coast concerning $ SovloteJopanese Paletions, that I felt would be of 


intercat. 


This informant sdvised that. Soviet seller told him that the 
Japanese senetices sink foviat veqsels- end subsequently sllege that thoy 
felled te recognize the ship ap one owned by the USER. Phe Japanese roint 
sut. thet the ship 1s usunily of American design in construction and conse~ 
quently they apke mistekes. A sellor alee sduised the infornsnt that orders 
hee. been issued by Mosecw that in the event the vesseie sre attacked, that they 


ave to be beached st all costae in order to snve the cargo. 


The informant further advised thet the Soviet vearela leaving the 
/test Coast. of the United States go to Vladivastek by vay of the Aleska oné 
Kamchstke veninsulas and are conveyed by Soviet patrol mien 8S soon as they 


are in flying renge of Soviet bases. 


The informant further stated that feviet sailors hed advised friends 
ef hie thet the USSR has four million soldiers en the Manchurian boréer as a 


counter to ony possible aggreasive mavee by the Japanese. 
The above date ere fer your inform ticn. 
ec - Director of Haval Intelligence 


7 Bavy Bevartment 
Yashineton, BD. S, 


Assistant Chief of Steff 4 
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° oo Federal Bureau of Investigation  _ 
United States Mepartment of Justice — 


San Francisco 4, California = 
March 12, 1946 


Director, FBI 


Re :Opussran ACTIVITIES 


Internal! Security - R 


: _FFOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


Dear Sir; ~  Yisies 


Confidential ‘Informant aa | telephonically 
advised me March 8, "T946_ that“Hé had re received information from the 
War Shippin; inistration officia 8. that the sapesine of American ; 
ships S.S. s#dwin J. Berwind" and s R. Farrington" had been | 
told by the Office of Naval Intédfizence to keep their eyes open on 
their recent trip from Seattle to ‘Vladivostok. Both ships are expected 
to return se. Seattle within the next few days. DEFER 


a 
me — a 


ae ere a desire that the FBI interview 
these captains, rather than ONI, because he said he had little 
' confidence in ONI. 


This matter is being furnished | to you merely 
for information pirposess . 


a ee Very truly yours, 
ie 7 
Qs) Ate 2 
CWS semb ib C. W. STEIN, SAC P 
cc Seattle hoy -f9' - 7 
ahs fen a FS 
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mare Seattle Be, : Poe March 20, 1946 
= some ; & 
joe ee ee = birscter, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
> RUSSIAN ACTIVITTES | 

INTERNAL SECURLTY = R 


Reference is made to the San Francisco letter dated March 12, 1946, 
copies of which were furnished to the Seattle Office regarding reported 
requests made of the captains of two American vessels by the Office of Naval 
Intelligence to keep their eyes open on their recent. er fron Seattle to 
Vladivostok. 


“The Seattle Office should not. attempt to interview the captains 
of bees two vessels but should check with the Office of Naval Intelligence. 
at Seattle for any pertinent information regarding Soviet activities which 


may be developed by the Office of Naval Intelligence through their interviews 
-with these ap captains. , 


ce = San Francisco 
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. / 
_deral Bureau of Investigation _ 


United States Department of Justice ~ 


Suite.1729 - 111 Sutter Street 
San san Francisco, California 
IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO amir pr pril 3; 9467 


‘ FILE NO. 


ad . Biga: 
- ‘ ls Furnes .. : 
- Personal and-t 7 
= 7 Heudon . aaa { 
Mee Pullman ee i 
4 ‘My? Quine ‘Samm = 
J 


Director, FBI 


{ (Mus Mowme os 

O ‘ 8: 
RE: RUSSIAN ACTIVITIES  Uehonaaes 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R fereemre mere 


Dear Sir: 


For your information, Special Agent ROBERT E. LANCTOT, 
during the course of an interview with BaiRTHEL ALEXANDER Jack INZ ZL Ey 
(San Francisco File 45- 507), who entered this port as a stowaway 
on the SS FLYING MIST from China, learned from McKINZIE that the 
Soviet authorities in China had issued passports to. the White - 
Russians residing there. This move, McKINZIE stated, was viewed 
with the greatest surprise because of the treatment which the 
Soviets had given the White Russians who were refugees in the Orient 
in the period between the establishment of the Soviet Union and 
| _the end of the war. The White Russians had been looked upon with 
suspicion by the Soviets and McKINZIE stated that it is the consensus | 
of opinion among the White Russians presently in China that "there 
is dirty work afoot." : 


Very truly. yours, 


OAE/Jjo 
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Bederal Bureau of Investigation 


eee 7 a i. 
United States Department of Justice ~ . 
Suite 1729 - 111 Sutter Street beast 
San Francisco, California ie 2 
IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO ~——~April 24, 1946 oi 
FILE NO. i : - Y 
Director, FBI — F 
J RE: RUSSIAN ACTIVITIES IN THE 
oe UNITED STATES “ weed 
we . | _ INTERNAL SECURITY - R a oe 
Dear Sir: | . yl 
Reference is made to Los Angeles letter dated November 23, Ke 5; iA 


1945, entitled, "Weekly Intelligence Conference, FBI, ONI, SID," which 
contains information concerning the Navy's interest in Russian Activities 
on the West Coast. Reference letter indicated: that the Bureau should be 


advised of any information concerning the Navy's interest in Russian 
Activities. 


On April 19, 1946, Lt. F. R. BREEN of ONI, Twelfth Naval District, 
called at the San Francisco Office for information in connection with the 
Navy!s "F" Program. BREEN desired to know the identity of any reliable | 
personnel employed by the Moore-McCormack Lines whom he might approach to 
obtain information concerning general Russian activities 3 and particularly, 
ship's manifests, passenger. lists, etc. It. BREEN explained that the Navy's 
"F" Program was. for the purpose of compiling information of a military as 
well. as economic nature on foreign countries » particularly Russia and 
Argentina. He stated that. they had been instructed by the Washington 
Headquarters to make appropriate liaison with shipping companies, purchasing 
agents, etc., in order to be apprised of what was going on in foreign countries, 
particularly the two countries mentioned above. BREEN indicated that the 
passengers returning to the United States, as well as purchasing agents, 
etc., would be interviewed in order to compile the necessary information. 


In this instance, we were unable to assist Lt. BREEN concerning : ie 
the personnel of the Moore-McCormack Lines without exposing the identity of Vian 
our confidential informant. Inasmuch as there has been little exchange of | - 
information with the Navy concerning the Bureau's investigatéen of Russian i 
activities, the Bureau is requested to advise whether on aot information f 
concerning Russian matters should be furnished to the Navy in the fi ld, yh 


particularly by.this office. . hes. a8, Veo < Ze Se, . 
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Soneral Biiceau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
Suite 1729 - 111 Sutter Street. 
San Francisco, Califcmia 


May TS, 19n6——~—~ 


Director, FBI 


Re: RUSSIAN ACTIVITIES 
“INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


Dear Sir: : 
HEeen ey, the Chief of Police, C ES E. TOVEE, at 
Chice, Califernia, indicated tmt cne 2 OLONGEAY. had meduentes 
from him a general letter of recommendation in order to 
obtain appropriate papers for entrance into the Republic of 
Panama. SEAY/was born at Chico, California, on March 6, 1923 


as OLGA LEN HERKSHOFF and both her parents, SAM and LILLIA, 


were born in Russia. 


Chief TOVEE indicated that the subject had said that 
she had.recently traveled in Italy and that, although a - 


.native of Chice, she had-only resided there a short time. 


There is ne record in the files of the San Francisco 
Field Division ecncerning this person. 


The matter is being brought tc the attenticn of the 
Bureau due te the interest possibly ettached to her recent 
travel in italy and proposed travel in Panama. No further 


action is contemplated in this Field Division. 


‘Very truly yours, 


te FLETCHER 7S C 
Svecial ici in Charge | /g6 - 166- [a0 Teal -f 
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